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I. Academic/Professional Background

A. Name:  Jennifer duBois		Title: Associate Professor


B. Educational Background

Degree                 Year                          University                      Major             Thesis/Dissertation	

Stegner Fellow   2009-11                 Stanford University        Fiction

MFA                    2009                     University of Iowa          English       The Permanence of Objects: Stories

BA                       2006                     Tufts University             Political Science, Philosophy
                                                                                                 Minor in English 

C. University Experience

Position 					University 				Dates		

Associate Professor                                         Texas State University                      2021-present

Assistant Professor                                          Texas State University                     2015-2021

Lecturer                                                           Texas State University                    2013-2015

Instructor, Dept of Continuing Studies           Stanford                                         Spring 2013

Nancy Packer Lecturer                                    Stanford                                         2011-2012

Instructor, Dept of English                              Stanford                                        Spring 2012

Teaching – Writing Fellow                              Univ of Iowa                                 2008-2009 

Instructor, Dept of Rhetoric                             Univ of Iowa                                 2007-2008 



D. Relevant Professional Experience

Position 					Entity 					Dates

Writer-AP Government Exam Guide           Shmoop                                             2013

Levinthal Tutor                                             Stanford                                             2009-2011

Writer-AP English Exam Guide                  DemiDec                                              2008-2010





II. TEACHING

A. Teaching Honors and Awards:

Alpha Chi Favorite Professor Award, Texas State University, 2015

Selected to teach the competitive Undergraduate Fiction Workshop, University of Iowa, 2009
1 of 2 students selected to teach the Undergraduate Fiction Workshop.

Teaching-Writing Fellowship, University of Iowa, 2008-2009
1 of ~10 Iowa Writers’ Workshop students to receive a Teaching-Writing Fellowship out of a class of ~30. In addition to teaching creative writing classes, TWFs were responsible for reading and evaluating Iowa Writers’ Workshop admissions manuscripts.


B. Courses Taught:

Editing the Professional Publication (Texas State, 2024-present)
A class designed to familiarize students with the ins-and-outs of publishing a literary journal, from marketing to website design to editorial decisions. The instructor of this course also advises The Porter House Review, assisting staff with all steps of the production process. In Fall 2024, I co-taught this course with Amanda Scott.

Graduate Fiction Workshop (Texas State, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2022, 2024)
An MFA workshop in which students share and critique each other’s work, offering their observations about strengths and opportunities for improvement. Offered weekly craft lectures on topics such as point of view, point of telling, characterization, dramatization, management of information, endings, active and emotional plot, theme, etc. 

Form and Theory: Possibilities of Narrative Structure (Texas State, 2022)
In this course, we explored the possibilities of narrative structure—the different choices authors make about how to tell their stories. We discussed such topics as point of view, handling of information and time, management of summary vs. scene, and point of telling, considering how all of these choices relate to concepts of character, plot, and theme. Students read and discussed texts with an array of interesting structural features, and generated structurally sophisticated narratives of their own in response to assigned prompts.

Problems in Lang and Lit: Secrets, Suspense, and Revelation (Texas State, 2021)
An original course exploring management of information in fiction. We explored how authors effectively manage information in fiction by studying the craft strategies they deploy--including point of view, point of telling, dramatization vs. summary, handling of time, etc.—paying special attention to questions of suspense, plausibility, and the difference between mystery and mystification.

Problems in Lang & Lit: Realism and Its Discontents (retitled The Myth of Realism) (Texas State, 2018, 2021, 2025)
An original course interrogating the concept of ‘realism’—examining the ways authors deviate from that concept, as well as the subjectivity of our assessments of what is realistic, likely, or plausible. 

Problems in Lang & Lit: The Elements of Plot (Texas State, 2016)
An original course in which students sought a unified working theory of plot, paying special attention to the intersection of emotional and active plots, the role of causality, and the definition/significance of suspense (narrative, intellectual, and linguistic).  

Problems in Lang & Lit: Ethics & Politics in Fiction (Texas State, 2016, 2020, 2025)
An original course exploring the role of ethics and politics in fiction. We examined an array of approaches to ethical/political questions as subject matter, while also examining the broader ethical/political implications of various literary choices.

Problems in Lang & Lit: Narrative Structure (Texas State, 2015, 2018, 2021)
An original course examining the concept of narrative structure—the variety of choices authors make in deciding how to tell a story—with an emphasis on questions of chronology, point of view, point of telling, and conceit. 

Problems in Lang & Lit: First-Person Novel (Texas State, 2014)
An original course examining the particular opportunities and challenges of the first-person novel. Special attention paid to characterization, dramatization vs. summary, and the handling of information.

Undergraduate Fiction Writing (Texas State, 2013-2023)

Structuring the Short Story (Stanford University, 2013)

Writing from the Imagination (Stanford University, 2013)

Introduction to Fiction (x2) (Stanford University, 2012)

Introduction to Novel Writing (Stanford University, 2012)

Undergraduate Fiction Workshop (University of Iowa, 2009)

Introduction to Creative Writing (University of Iowa, 2008)

Rhetoric (University of Iowa, 2008)

Accelerated Rhetoric (x2) (University of Iowa, 2007)


C. Directed Student Learning

Theses Supervised:



Completed:



· Novel, Jacqui Devaney (2024-25)
· Story Collection, J. Carratello (2024-25)
· Granny Squares, Cheyanne Clagett (2024-25)
· Ill Met by Moonlight, Kayla King (2022-23)
· Untitled Novel, Thomas Ostmeyer (2022-23)
· Untitled Novel, Sylvia Umutesi Karenzi (2021-22)
· More Stories Like This, So Important!!, Alejandro Sobalvarro (2021-22)
· The Circlemakers, Steph Grossman (2021-22)

· Novel, Rachael Ratcliffe (2021-22)
· Story Collection, Taylor Kirby (2020-2021)
· Story Collection, Wade Dittburner (2020-2021)
· Ribbit, Ali Riegel (2020-2021)
· Finger of God, Sandra Sidi (2018-2020)
· Tell Me What You See Vanishing, Jesse Garcia (2019-2020)
· Raised by Humans and Other Stories, Jenny Fleming (2019-2020)
· Touch Freak, Evan Bennett (2019-2020)
· Schooled, Becky Proffer (2019-2020)
· We Love the Ones We Hurt the Most and Two Stories, Meaghan Loraas (2018-2019)
· Till Human Voices Wake Us, Jack McClellan (2018-2019)
· Elsewhere: Act I, Thomas Trest (2018-2019)
· The Reality Artist, Emily Beyda (2017-2018)
· Surrender Song, Marilyse Figueroa (2017-2018)
· Townes, Jeff Karr (2017-2018)
· The Gift of the Magpie, Paul Dow Adams (2016-2017)
· In Residence, Graham Oliver (2016-2017)
· Big Bend: A Novel, Shannon Perri (2016-2017)
· Las Criaturas, Leticia Urieta (2016-2017)
· From Love to Love: A Collection of Short Stories, Nikolaos Kyriakou (2015-2016)
· Undertow, Janelle Valdes (2015-2016)
· This Darkness Mine: A Novel, Jane Hawley (2014-2015)
· Bogs: A Collection of Stories, Gabe Schnell (2014-2015)
· Domovoi, Mark Almy (2013-2014)
· Neuroses, Mike Pitoniak (2013-2014)
· Spirit & Flesh, Jeremy Garrett (2013-2014)
· The Banshee and Other Stories, Ravi Venkataraman (2013-2014)


Thesis Committees:

Completed:


· Stories, Mariah Price (2025)
· Stories, Ilza Garcia (2025)
· Cries and Night Songs: Stories, Ashland Hubbard (2024)
· Some Stories, Austin Hoeft (2024)
· Memoir, Rose McMackin (2024)
· Stories, Donna Rose Garrett (2024)
· Novella and stories, Molly Yingling (2021-22)
· Novel, Nkiacha Atemnkeng (2021-22)
· Story Collection, Taylor Madaffari (2021-22)
· Phalanges and Other Essays, Sarah Healey (2020-2021)
· We Love You, Daisy Buchanan, Kaitlyn Burd (2020-2021)
· Novel, Meghann Bolton (2019-2020)
· The Silence is Deafening, Rob Madole (2019-2020)
· Confident Little Fool, Alexis Kale (2019-2020)
· I Found a Body: Stories and Little Matches: A Novel, Brady Brickner-Wood (2019-20)
· So What Do You Do For A Living? And Other Stories, Elizabeth Clausen (2018-2019)
· Cowboy Church and Other Stories, Edward Mathis (2018-2019)
· Rodeo and Other Stories, Paige Powell (2018-2019)
· A College Campus in Harlow, Massachusetts and Three Stories, Jacob Moore (2018-2019)
· The Death of Sigmund Freud at the Dirty Picture Show, Caroline DeBruhl (2017-2018)
· Blood and Sweat Solace, Robert Meador (2017-2018)
· No Thing You Can Name, Erin Salada (2017-2018)
· Les, Lawton Cook (2016-2017)
· The Year of the Monkey, John Edgar (2016-2017)
· Field Manual: Stories & And It Is Not Over, Ramiro Hinojosa (2016-2017)
· The Reasons I’m Not There, Jacob Massey (2016-2017)
· The Inheritance of the Saints, Allison Grace Meyers (2016-2017)
· What Happened to Peter Shostakovich, Adam Shutz (2016-2017)
· Paper Prayer and Selections from Something to Say, Rachel Gray (2015-2016)
· The Common, Heather Lefebvre (2015-2016)
· Tracks, Stan Rivkin (2015-2016)
· Santana’s Fairy Tales, Sarah Rafael Garcia (2014-2015)
· Ghosts in God’s Lungs, Anabel Graff (2014-2015)
· Hamartia, We, Reyes Ramirez (2014-2015)
· Upon My Arrival in Heaven: Stories, Sean Rose (2013-2014)

D. Courses Prepared and Curriculum Development:


Form and Theory: Possibilities of Narrative Structure (Texas State, 2022)
In this course, we explored the possibilities of narrative structure—the different choices authors make about how to tell their stories. We discussed such topics as point of view, handling of information and time, management of summary vs. scene, and point of telling, considering how all of these choices relate to concepts of character, plot, and theme. Students read and discussed texts with an array of interesting structural features, and generated  structurally sophisticated narratives of their own in response to assigned prompts.

Problems in Language and Literature: Secrets, Suspense, and Revelation (Texas State, 2021)
In my sixth original Problems seminar, we explored the management of information in fiction. What makes a surprise feel satisfying, or a revelation feel authentic? How does an author maintain a secret without being coy, or create a coincidence that does not seem contrived? We explored how authors effectively manage information in fiction by studying the craft strategies they deploy--including point of view, point of telling, dramatization vs. summary, handling of time, etc.—paying special attention to questions of suspense, plausibility, and the difference between mystery and mystification.

Problems in Lang & Lit: Realism and Its Discontents (Texas State, 2018, 2021, 2025)
In my fifth original Problems in Language and Literature seminar, we examined the concept of realism, and the many ways authors deviate from its conventions. We discussed fairy tales, psychology and realism, metaphors made literal, surrealism, hysterical realism, satire, allegory, speculative fiction, and “other” worlds and minds—while interrogating the subjectivity of these definitions.

Problems in Lang & Lit: The Elements of Plot (Texas State, 2016)
In my third original Problems seminar, students sought a unified working theory of plot. Using the Jungian-inspired notion of the seven archetypal stories, we examined an array of texts through the lens of seven narrative templates—tragedy, comedy, coming-of-age, rags-to-riches, quest, metamorphosis and overcoming the monster—noticing and analyzing the diverse ways authors adhered to, complicated, or deviated from these templates. We paid special attention to the intersection of emotional and active plots, the role of causality, and the definition/significance of suspense (narrative, intellectual, and linguistic).

Problems in Lang & Lit: Ethics & Politics in Fiction (Texas State, 2016, 2020)
In my fourth original Problems seminar, students explored the role of ethics and politics in fiction, both as a source of subject matter, and in terms of the broad ethical/political implications of their own literary choices. Topics included the depiction of evil, the rhetorical possibilities and limitations of literary fiction, the moral demands of dramatizing historical atrocity, the ethical considerations of basing fiction on real-life people or events, etc. I taught this course a second time in the spring of 2020.

Problems in Lang & Lit: Narrative Structure (Texas State, 2015, 2018)
In my second original Problems seminar, students examined the concept of narrative structure—the array of choices authors make in deciding how to tell a story. We covered issues of chronology/linearity, point of view, the deployment of/departure from overarching structural conceits—while maintaining an emphasis on the deeper question of why certain stories demand certain arrangements, and what makes a structural choice artistically meaningful. I taught this course a second time in the fall of 2018.

Problems in Lang & Lit: First-Person Novel (Texas State, 2014)
An original course examining the opportunities and challenges of the first-person novel. Topics included handing of information, characterization, dramatic irony, summary vs. scene, voice, the first-person plural, the emergent first-person, etc.


III. SCHOLARLY/CREATIVE

A. Works in Print (including works accepted, forthcoming, in press)

1. Books (if not refereed, please indicate)


a. Textbooks:

AP Comparative Government and Politics Exam Prep Guide, Shmoop University Inc., 2013.

AP English Cram Kit, Dean Schaffer, ed. DemiDec Resources, 2010.

AP English Shorter Selections Resource, Daniel Berdichevsky, ed. DemiDec Resources, 2008.


b. Chapters in Books:

“City of the Dead,” Trouble in Mind: Short Story and Conflict. Speer Morgan and Kristine Somerville, ed. Columbia: TMR Books. (2018)

“Retreat from Moscow,” The Esquire Four. Tyler Cabot, ed. New York/San Francisco: Esquire (e-book). (2013)

“Sharks,” This Land: Imaginary Oklahoma. Jeff Martin, ed. Tulsa: This Land Press, 77. (2013)


c. Creative Books:

*The Last Language: A Novel, Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 2023.

Los Espectadores, Valencia: L’Encobert, 2019.
The Spanish translation of The Spectators.

The Spectators: A Novel, New York: Penguin Random House, 2019.

Cartwheel: A Novel, New York: Random House, 2013.

A Partial History of Lost Causes: A Novel, New York: The Dial Press, 2012.

2. Other Works in Print:

Non-fiction:

*“Hearing Voices: Characterization and Language,” Poets & Writers, 11/2023

*“The Myth of Realism: Belief and Incredulity in Fiction,” Poets & Writers, 11/2023

*“Withholding and Revelation: Managing Information in Fiction,” Poets & Writers, 11/2023

“I Think About This A Lot: The Un-reinvention of Jerry Springer,” The Cut (online), 9/09/2019

“When A First-Person Narrator Sneaks Into Your Story,” LitHub (online), 4/11/2019

“Against Arguments: An Interview with Esme Weijun Wang,” American Short Fiction (online), 4/18/2019

On Ben Lerner’s Golden Vanity, “14 Authors You Love & Their Favorite Short Stories,” American Short Fiction (online), 5/1/2018

“’Her Body And Other Parties’ is as weird and wonderful a story collection as you can hope for” (review of Carmen Maria Machado’s Her Body And Other Parties), The Dallas Morning News, 10/5/2017

“The Lizzie Borden novel ‘See What I Have Done’ is packed with tension—and that’s a problem” (review of Sarah Schmidt’s See What I Have Done), The Dallas Morning News,  8/9/2017

“In A Debut Thriller, Suspicion Mars an Upper-Crust Engagement” (book review of Swan         Huntley’s We Could Be Beautiful), The New York Times, 8/12/2016, BR16

 “MFA vs. CIA,” essay, Lapham’s Quarterly (online), 2/25/2016   
   
 “Basque Country” (book review of Gabriel Urza’s All That Followed), The New York Times, 8/7/2015, BR22

 “Interview with Chris Beha, Author of Arts + Entertainments,” Kirkus Reviews (online), 7/2/2014

 “Why Our Stories About Russia Are Stuck in the Past,” Salon.com, 2/11/2014

 “Close Quarters” (book review of Sam Thompson’s Communion Town), The New York Times, 12/29/2013, BR10

 “A Reliable Narrator, But Not A Terribly Interesting One” (book review of Denis Bock’s Going Home Again), The Globe and Mail, 8/9/2013

 “Words For What Can’t Be Described,” essay, The Wall Street Journal, 9/15/2012, C12

 “Co S’tim Nadelas: What Will It Change?,” article, with Prerna Bhardwaj and Dominik Jun, The New Presence (Pritomnost), 4/08/2005


Fiction:

*“The Last Language: A Novel Excerpt,” Narrative, 10/23

“Racing the Train,” Shenandoah 68: 2 (online), 5/10/2019

“The Spectators: A Novel Excerpt,” Story of the Week, Narrative (online), 3/29/2019

“The Spectator” (excerpt from The Spectators), American Short Fiction, 19: 63 (2016): 85-105

“Blood On Her Hands?” (excerpt from Cartwheel), Cosmopolitan, 255:4, (2013); 238-239

“Lighthouse,” Salon (2013) (online)

“The Heathen Army,” ZYZZYA 96: (2013) 32-50

“A Partial History of Lost Causes,” Narrative online (2012) 

“Addio del Passato,” Fivechapters.com (2012)

“The Passenger,” Playboy 58:4 (2011): 54-56, 107-114

 “The City of the Dead,” The Missouri Review 34:1 (2011): 49-67

“Wolf,” The Kenyon Review 33:3 (2011): 90-103

 “Eurydice,” The Florida Review 34.2 (2009): 101-114

 “A Rising Tide Lifts All Boats,” The South Carolina Review 42:1 (2009): 47-58

 “The Nineteen-nineties Were in Black-and-White,” The Northwest Review 46-3/47-1 (2008): 142-154


B. Works not in Print

I. Invited Talks, Lectures, and Presentations:

Panelist, “The Middle March: Tackling the Novel’s Longest Mile,” Association of Writing Programs Conference, Los Angeles, CA (March 2025)

Panelist, Writing Character-Led Stories, Writers’ League of Texas Agents & Editors Conference (June 2024)

Panelist, May December, San Antonio Book Festival (April 2024)

Breaking the Mold: Experimenting with Structure, Writers’ League of Texas, virtual conversation (November 2023)

Building Character: Creating Complex Personalities in Fiction, Writers’ League of Texas, virtual event (November 2022)

Where to Begin?: Ideas, Outlines, and Getting Started, Writers League of Texas: Texas Writes, Columbus, TX (November 2021)

College of Liberal Arts Salon Series, Jennifer duBois: A Conversation About Writing, virtual event (October 2021)

Titcomb Bookstore, In Conversation with Kirstin Valdez Quade, virtual event (May 2021)

American Book Review Reading Series, University of Houston-Victoria, Victoria, TX (January 2020)

Writers League of Texas On The Craft of Writing: Telling it Slant: Finding Your Way to Fiction, Austin, TX (November 2019)

St. Edward’s University, Reading and Conversation with Mary Helen Specht, Austin, TX (October 2019)

Writers League of Texas On The Craft of Writing: Telling it Slant: Finding Your Way to Fiction, Wimberly Public Library, Wimberly, TX (May 2019)

Writers League of Texas Texas Writes Seminar, Olton, TX (October 2018)
Presented my original seminar "Telling it Slant: Finding Your Way to Fiction" as part of Writers' League of Texas Texas Writes program, which brings literary education to rural libraries.

Seminar on Characterization and Point of View, American Short Fiction, Austin, TX (October 2017)
Invited craft lecture and workshop on intersection of characterization and point of view, covering topics such as dramatization, character depth, secondary characters.

Writers League of Texas Texas Writes Seminar, Clifton, TX (September 2017)
Prepared and delivered original 40-minute lecture on writing from the imagination, followed by questions from audience.

Berry College, Rome, GA (September 2017)
I visited a Creative Writing class, delivered a public reading from Cartwheel, and participated in a question-and-answer session with students and community members. 

BookPeople (in conversation with Katie Chase), Austin, TX (June 2016)
Led a conversation with author Katie Chase about her collection Man and Wife, published by A Strange Object press. 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI (January 2016)
As part of the Zell Visiting Writers’ Series, I gave individualized manuscript critiques to MFA students, participated in a question-and-answer session with the program, and delivered a public reading from Cartwheel.

University of Tulsa, Tulsa, OK (November 2015)
 I guest-taught an undergraduate fiction workshop, gave a reading from Cartwheel, and participated in a question-and-answer session with English students.

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL (May 2015)
As part of the University of Chicago Emerging Writers' Series, I gave a reading from Cartwheel, participated in a question-and-answer session with English students, and judged the University of Chicago Undergraduate Writing Prize.

Western Connecticut State University, Danbury, CT (January 2015)
As the recipient of the Housatonic Book Award for Cartwheel, I gave a reading, participated in a question-and-answer session with MFA students, and guest-taught a graduate seminar on Empathetic Imagination and Ethical Possibilities in literature.

The Williston Northampton School Writers’ Workshop, Easthampton, MA (October 2014)
Guest-taught an original lesson on point of view. Gave a reading and participated in Q+A with students.

Selected Readings:

The Last Language Book Tour (2023-24)

BookPeople, Austin, TX (October 2023)
Newtonville Books, Newton, MA (October 2023)
Broadside Bookstore, Northampton, MA (October 2023)
Greenlight Books, Brooklyn, NY (October 2023)
Interabang Books, Dallas, TX (January 2024)

The Spectators Book Tour (2019)

Greenlight Books, Brooklyn, NY (April 2019)
Booksmith, San Francisco, CA (April 2019)
Broadside Bookstore, Northampton, MA (April 2019)
Newtonville Books, Newton, MA (April 2019)
Shakespeare & Co, Philadelphia, PA (April 2019)
Brazos Bookstore, Houston, TX (April 2019)
Interabang Books, Dallas, TX (May 2019)

Literary Death Match, Odessa, TX (October 2018)

Austin Short Short Fiction Festival, Austin, TX (May 2017)
Read an original piece of flash fiction, “Racing the Train.”

American Short Fiction Staff Reading, Austin, TX (March 2017)
 Read an excerpt from The Spectators (novel forthcoming from Penguin Random House in April 2019)

Texas Book Festival Lit Crawl, Austin, TX (November 2016)

Texas State MFA Faculty Reading, Malvern Books, Austin, TX (October 2016)

Texas State MFA Faculty Reading, Flowers Hall, San Marcos, TX (September 2016)
  Read an excerpt from The Spectators (novel forthcoming from Penguin Random House in April 2019)

One-Page Salon Reading Series, Austin, TX (June 2016) 

5 Under 35 Alumni Reading, Association of Writing Programs Conference, Los Angeles, CA (May 2016)
Participated in an alumni reading of former National Book Foundation 5 Under 35 honorees. 

Housatonic Book Award Ceremony, Western Connecticut State University, Danbury, CT (January 2015)

Texas Book Festival Lit Crawl, Austin, TX (November 2015)
   
New York Public Library Young Lions Awards Ceremony, New York, NY (June 2014)
Excerpt from Cartwheel performed by the actress Gretchen Moll.

Whiting Awards Reading, New York, NY (October 2013)
Read from work alongside 9 other international awardees. 

 California Book Awards, San Francisco, CA (June 2013)
 Read from A Partial History of Lost Causes and delivered remarks after winning California Book Award for First Fiction.

  Northern California Book Awards, San Francisco, CA (May 2013)
  Read from A Partial History of Lost Causes after winning Northern California Book Award for Fiction.

  ZYZZYVA Launch Reading, Oakland, CA (January 2013)
  Read from published story “The Heathen Army.”

  5 Under 35 Awards Ceremony, Brooklyn, NY (November 2012)
  Read from A Partial History of Lost Causes and participated in panel discussion with 4 other national honorees.

Cartwheel Book Tour: 2013-2015

  Prairie Lights Bookstore, Iowa City, IA (May 2015)
  BookCourt, Brooklyn, NY (June 2014)
  Newtonville Books, Newton, MA (June 2014)
  Literary Death Match, Austin, TX (May 2014)
  Barnes & Noble, Austin, TX (May 2014)
  Kyle Public Library, Kyle, TX (February 2014)
  Georgetown Public Library, Georgetown, TX (January 2014)
  BookPeople, Austin, TX (November 2013)
  BookPassage, Corte Madera, CA (September 2013)
  Kepler’s, Menlo Park, CA (September 2013)

A Partial History of Lost Causes Book Tour: 2012-2013

 Tubingen; Berlin; Mannheim; Leipzig, Germany (March 2013)
  Participated in multi-city German book tour arranged through Aufbrau publishing house in conjunction with U.S. Embassy.
  Marin Academy, Marin, CA (January 2013)
  Williston Northampton School, Easthampton, MA (October 2012)
  Why There Are Words Reading Series, Sausalito, CA (August 2012)
  Andover Books, Andover, MA (June 2012)
  Prairie Lights, Iowa City, IA (May 2012)
  Powell’s Bookstore, Portland, OR (April 2012)
  Broadside Bookstore, Northampton, MA (March 2012)
  Booksmith, San Francisco, CA (March 2012)
  Kepler’s, Menlo Park, CA (March 2012)
  Williamsburg Library, Williamsburg MA (March 2012)

Conferences:

Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (November 2024)
Moderated panel with novelists Lisa Ko and R.O. Kwon

Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (November 2023)
Participated in panel on unreliable narration with author Anne Burt.

Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (November 2022)
Moderated panel “Portrait of a Marriage” with authors Elizabeth Crane, Julia May Jonas, and Alex Kiester. 

Writers’ League of Texas Conference, Austin, TX (June 2022)
Moderated panels “Grab Your Readers and Don’t Let Them Go: Crafting Opening Pages in Fiction” and “Before Your Query: Preparing for the Agent Search.”

Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (October 2019)
Participated in panel “Not Your Perfect Narrator: Flawed Characters in Fiction.”

Wordplay Literary Festival, Minneapolis, Minnesota (April 2019)

Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (October 2018)
Moderated panel “Playing with Fire” with authors Jamie Quatro (Fire Sermon) and Adrienne Celt (Invitation to a Bonfire).

Writers’ League of Texas Conference, Austin, TX (June 2018)
 Co-led the General Fiction Genre Session on pitching with WLT executive director Becka Oliver.

Writers’ League of Texas Agents & Editors Conference, Austin, TX (June 2017)
Participated in panels “How To Nail Your Novel’s Ending” and “Keep Your Novel’s Plot Moving.”

Writers’ League of Texas Conference, Austin, TX (June 2016)
 Participated in panels “Narrative Arcs…For Novels and Memoirs” and “What Now?: Responding to Writing Missteps.” 

Association of Writing Programs Conference, Los Angeles, CA (May 2016)
   
 Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (October 2015)
  Moderated panel “Russophiles with Rhythm” with award-winning authors Rebecca Makkai (Music for Wartime) and Anthony Marra (The Tsar of Love and Disco).

 Texas Book Festival, Austin, TX (October 2013)
   Participated in panel discussion on the complexities of creating fiction from real-life inspiration.

  Leipzig Book Festival, Leipzig, Germany (March 2013)

  Southern Festival of Books, Nashville, TN (October 2012)

  Williston Northampton School Reunion, Easthampton, MA (June 2012)

  Oxford Conference for the Book, Oxford, MS (March 2012)


3. Other Works not in Print:

a. Other works not in print:

· From Places Unknown, play, produced by 11:11 Theatre Company, Boston, MA (June 2010)

· Syllabus of Errors, play, produced by 11:11 Theatre Company, Boston, MA (May 2008)

· Diffusion of Loss, play, produced by 11:11 Theatre Company, Boston, MA (May 2006)

b. Work in Progress:

Untitled Novel

I am currently at work on my fifth novel, a polyphonic novel exploring artistic ambition and identity through the eyes of the writers, performers, critics and victims of a long-running live late-night comedy show. 


C. Fellowships, Awards, Honors:

Finalist, Writers’ League of Texas Book Award for Fiction (The Last Language), October 2024

College of Liberal Arts Achievement Award for Excellence in Scholarly/Creative Activity, Texas State University, August 2020

Presidential Distinction Award for Scholarly/Creative Activity, Texas State University, August 2019

Civitella Ranieri Writing Fellowship (The Spectators), April 2018
One of 37 international artists (3-4 prose writers) selected to spend six weeks at the Civitella Ranieri Foundation in Umbria, Italy. 

National Endowment for the Arts Creative Writing Fellowship (The Spectators), November 2017
One of 36 fellows selected out of nearly 1700 applications nationwide. Recipient of $25000 grant.

Williston Northampton School Trailblazer Award, May 2017
Recipient of an award honoring an aluma/alumnus under the age of 40 who has demonstrated significant professional achievement and contributions to her/his profession.

Housatonic Book Award (Cartwheel), January 2015
Recipient of inaugural annual book award administered by Western Connecticut State University.

New York Public Library Young Lions Award finalist (Cartwheel), June 2014
One of five finalists nationwide.

Whiting Writer’s Award, October 2013
One of 10 awardees nationwide. Recipient of $50000 grant.

California Book Award for First Fiction (A Partial History of Lost Causes), June 2013
Winner of statewide award for debut novel.

Northern California Book Award for Fiction (A Partial History of Lost Causes), May 2013
Winner of regional award for fiction. Other finalists included Pulitzer Prize winning authors Michael Chabon and Adam Johnson.

Finalist for PEN/Hemingway Award for Debut Fiction (A Partial History of Lost Causes), March 2013
One of 2 finalists nationwide.

National Book Foundation 5 Under 35 Honoree (A Partial History of Lost Causes), November 2012
One of 5 honorees nationwide.

Fellow, Sun Valley Writers’ Conference, Sun Valley, ID, August 2012

Longlisted for Chautauqua Prize (A Partial History of Lost Causes), 2012

Longlisted for IMPAC Award (A Partial History of Lost Causes), 2012

Top 5 Story of the Week 2012 Award (for “A Partial History of Lost Causes”), Narrative Magazine, 2012

Notable Story in Best American Short Stories (for “Wolf,” The Kenyon Review), 2012

Stegner Fellowship, Stanford University, 2009-2011
One of 5 Fellows selected from a pool of 1400+ applicants.

Finalist, Missouri Review Editors’ Prize, 2010

Teaching-Writing Fellowship, University of Iowa, 2008-2009

Honorable Mention, Richard Yates Short Story Prize (for “The Passenger”), University of Iowa, 2008

Honorable Mention, Richard Yates Short Story Prize (for “A Rising Tide Lifts All Boats”), University of Iowa, 2007


IV. SERVICE

A. Community:


Steering Committee member, Literary Women in Action, 2016-2020
Founding Steering Committee member of Literary Women in Action, a group of female writers committed to progressive change. Organized many events, including Op-Ed/Letter to the Editor writing seminars, ACLU People Power webinar, meetings with Senate reps on issues of concern. Participated in Writers Resist, Voter Registrar deputizing, and served as a volunteer blogger for Jane’s Due Process, which assists minors seeking to exercise their Fourth Amendment reproductive rights. 

Volunteer, Front Steps Homeless Shelter, Austin, TX, 2014-2019
Regular volunteer at the Resource and Mail & Hygiene desks. Distribute mail and hygiene items, help clients access clothing and make phone calls, etc.

Volunteer, Hamilton Family Council, San Francisco, CA, 2010
Weekly volunteer. Assisted with dinner service for needy families.

Volunteer, Johnson County Crisis Center Food Bank, Iowa City, IA, 2008-2009
Weekly volunteer. Assisted with food distribution and ran intake meetings with new clients.

B. Institutional:


Mentoring Committee, 2022-present
I currently serve as mentor to Dr. Denae Dyck.

Faculty Co-Advisor, Porter House Review, 2024-present
The faculty advisor for Porter House Review assists staff in every aspect of the production of the literary journal. 

Judge, Clark Prize, 2016-present
Read nominated novels and selected semi-finalists for consideration by the Visiting Writer.

MFA Program Assistant Hiring Committee member, 2017
Assisted in the evaluation and interviewing of candidates for the position of MFA Program Assistant.

Member, Personnel Committee, 2022-present

Member, TKL Committee, 2016-present
Proposed guest writers and poets for the MFA reading series and assisted in the evaluation of candidates. 

Member, MFA Committee, 2013-present
Advised on curriculum changes, participated in adjunct thesis reader hiring decisions, and read and ranked admissions folders for both fall and spring admissions.

C. Professional:

Evening with the Authors, Clark Public Library, Lockhart, TX, 2024

Contributing Editor, American Short Fiction, 2014-present
Read submissions throughout year, help staff ASF gala, offer editorial advice & other consultation. Participate in staff readings, events (such as LitCrawl), and staff seminars.

Judge, Writers’ League of Texas Book Awards, June 2016
Selected the winning novel out of 10 finalists.

Judge, University of Chicago undergraduate fiction prize, May 2015
Selected strongest undergraduate manuscript out of a large pool.

Judge, Iowa Writers’ Workshop Michener-Copernicus Award, March 2015
Ranked manuscripts and made recommendation for the awarding of the competitive Michener-Copernicus Award.
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